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The	Project
If you are fortunate enough to live in a city that homes The Alchemist, the bar and
restaurant brainchild of Living Ventures, you will be familiar with the warm, inviting
golden glow these venues emit onto the streets on which they stand.

If you live in Liverpool, Birmingham or Alderley Edge then this rich luminosity is
down to the lighting scheme supplied by Tyson Lighting Design, or quite simply
“Tyson”.

Stepping inside the copper cased wonderland is a feast for the eyes. Mixologists
serve an array of rainbow coloured cocktails with dry ice overflowing from the
vessels in which they are served. The dressing of the bar, the décor and design
pays homage to the alchemy, mixology and craftsmanship of cocktail making which
lies at the foundations of The Alchemist concept.
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To make The Alchemist projects truly special and unique the project designers, Macaulay
Sinclair, specified several bespoke fittings which were engineered by Tyson’s team of
product and lighting designers. All bespoke luminaires were manufactured at Tyson’s
headquarters in Blackburn.

Positioned over the hostess’s plinth (a key area requiring focused lighting) is the Zig Zag
luminaire. This was created using a decoratively detailed brass frame work manipulated
by the process of TIG welding. Glass, brass and copper panelling was inset alternatively
along one side of the fitting leaving the TALA filament lamps visible. The light produced by
these LED’s, hanging from a simple black flex, is reflected and refracted within the frame.
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The	Grade	II	listed	building	with	its	dark	wooden	flooring	and	exposed	brick	provided	the	
perfect	canvas	for	Tyson	to	illuminate.	

Around	the	perimeter	of	the	restaurant	brass	shield	pendants	are	hung	above	table	tops	
to	provide	focused	light.	The	fittings	are	named	“shield	pendants”	because	of	the	curved	
brass	shield	running	vertically	up	the	side	of	the	totem	lamps.	This	brass	shield	reflects	
the	light	generated	whilst	milled	brass	components	conceal	the	inner	workings	of	the	
lamp	holder	and	hide	away	the	wiring	ensuring	a	neat	finish.	The	cabling	at	the	head	of	
the	luminaire	running	to	the	base	lamp	holder	is	also	obscured	with	brass	tubing	
detailing.	
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As	day	turns	to	night	so	light	turns	to	dark	and	an	adjustment	in	The	Alchemist	lighting	
levels	is	required	to	create	tungsten	spillage	onto	the	streets	outside.	The	ability	to	
control	the	light	in	this	manner	was	a	central	requirement	of	the	scheme.	Tyson	
procured	the	installation	of	a	lighting	control	system	to	refine	the	light	levels	across	the	
space	and	extenuate	the	key	features	at	night	time.	
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Of	prime	importance,	as	is	the	same	with	all	Alchemist	venues	(which	can	now	be	found	
in	several	cities	up	and	down	the	country)	was	to	highlight	key	areas	of	the	space	such	
as	the	hostess’s	plinth,	the	bar	and	dining	area.	
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Tyson designed and manufactured bespoke feature pendants which can now be found
hanging above the bar. Light weight cage pendants have been hung vertically along the
main bar area. Four slim line brass rods with laser cut star detailing encase the cylindrical
shaped lamps.

Linear lighting is integrated into the bar frontage to add extra depth to the design as well
as on the staircase enclosure. Bespoke pendants are suspended over tables and dining
booths in the restaurant providing additional, targeted light in those areas. Achieving the
correct colour temperature was essential for Tyson so 2000k LED lamps had to be used in
all fittings.
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Glistening like a jewel in the crown of Liverpool’s commercial district, Tyson
certainly achieved the brief set by Macaulay Sinclair “to fill the space with a
liquid honey glow”.

Drawn in by the warmth and kept in by the atmosphere and intriguing design,
The Alchemist interior is as carefully crafted as its cocktails.
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